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" the entire succession of men, the whole course of
ages, is to be regarded as one man always living
and always learning." And this is a suggestion
which the theory of evolution only states more
definitely, though it cannot completely vindicate
it. On this supposition, self-preservation is social-
preservation, and the possibly divergent interests
of the individual and the whole are left out of
account. The end for the race then is, according
to the theory most explicitly stated by von Baer,
a state of "moving equilibrium": and to this state
of affairs we are at least, Mr Spencer holds, indu-
bitably tending. In the final stage of human devel-
opment, man will be perfectly adapted to the con-
ditions of his environment, so that, to each change
without, there will be an answering organic change.
The ideal which seems to be held up to us is that
of a time in which there will be no more irksome
fretting in the machinery of life, and circumstances
will never be unpropitious, because the organism
will never be wanting in correspondence with them.

If this adaptation be adopted as the practical (a) AS the
end for conduct under present conditions, and not
merely as describing a far-off ideal to which we
are supposed to be tending, man may continue to progress;
manifest a law of progress, but its initiation will
be from external conditions. If " adaptation to en-
vironment " is consistently made the end, activity
will have to be restricted to suiting one's powers